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The late Kabul disaster, Of the # 8th. September, in regard to °° copies. 

we the late outrage on the Kabul Embas- 

sy, remarks that it was a great misfortune to Kabul that the 

late Amir Sher Ali Khan welcomed the Russian envoy and 
lnsuited the British envoy, that it was a misfortune to 

India that the Government had to wage war against him to 

avenge the insult, and ‘that it is a misfortune to England 

that a brave officer, like Sir Louis Cavagnari, who was sent 

‘ the Afghan capital to watch the British interests, has met 

untimely death. Only the other day Sir Louis Cavagnari tri-- 

unpbantly entered ‘the Afghan capital, and raised the Bri- 

Wh fagion the Rala Higsar, but. before two months had 

tlapsed, he together with his escort has been killed by the 

Herat mutineers. .We did not express much joy at the 

*airance of the British envoy. into Kabul, but the news of 

the sad: disaster grieves: us: ko the heart. The Government of 

india at first asked the:permission of the Amir Dost Muham- 

mad Khan to she’ snes Riot vi 


( “722 3 
dent.in his territories. ‘He replied that he 
dbjection to it, but that his people were averse to the admis 
s10n of foreigners, specially Europeans, into the country, 
and that, therefore, he could ‘not guarantee the safety of the 
British envoy - When the Government again brought pres. 
pure to bear upon the Amir Sher Ali Khan on the point, 
he urged the same objection that his father had urged. But 
the Government considered his objection to be futile, and 
declared war against him, and ‘the result was that he, who 
was an old friend of the Government, had to abandon his 
country, ‘and died of -grief in banishment. Yakub Khan 

always bore ill-will towards the Government of India, and 
was displeased with his father for his being on friendly terms 
with it. } On the death of his father, during the late war, self 
interest induced him to change his front towards the Govern- 
ment, and to undertake that responsible duty which his father 
and grand-father had not the courage to accept. During the 
‘war our Anglo-Indian contemporaries repeatedly declared 
that he was not popular with the Afghan people, that the 
Afghan sardars were not favourably disposed towards him, 
and that the Kabul army was not inclined to obey him. 
When thé Government of India found what was his position, it 
saw in ita ready means of concluding the war. It thought that 
if it made him the ruler of Kabul, he would agree to any terms 
which it would be pleased to impose upon him, and its scheme 
about the establishment of a British residency at Kabul, 
which had long been the object of its desire, would be ex- 
ecuted. He thought that he could not place himself on the 
throne;'that even if he placed himself on the throne, he would 
not be able te maintain himself on it, but that if be placed 
- himself under the protection ofthe Government of India, he 
would be beyond-all danger. This unity of.interest led to the 
‘speedy conclusion of the Gandamak treaty, which has ended 
‘in ‘the repetition of the dreadful: scenes of 1841. The Gor- 
‘ernment had to ‘wage the late war. against the late Amir, bat 
the next expedition will be directed against the Afghan 


had personally no 


(By 


and the peo 
soon as the news. of the catastrophe reached Simla, the Gov- 


arament of India ordered General Roberts to march to 
Kabul. Afghans will long. remember the lesson which the 
British troops will give them on. this. occasion. There - ‘is no 
doubt that any delay i in avenging the outrage would embolden 
the mutineers, and lower. British prestige, _ The lamentable 


disaster is the result of the unwise Kabul policy . of the home 


Government. From the very commencement of the war 
Lord Lawrence, Lord - Hartington, Mr. Grant. Duff, and 
other shrewd English s:atesmen. declared that difficulties 
would arise as soon as the war was ended, but the conceited 
ministers did not listen to them. When it was well known. 


that Yakub Khan was not popalar i in Afghanistan, that the 


Afghans’ were opposed - ‘to the admission of foreigners into 
their country, and that he depended for the maintenance 
ofhis authority upon the assistance of the Govern ment, the 
despatch of an envoy with an escort of fifty men. is simply i in- 
comprehensible. We admit that Yakub Khan guaranteed 
the protection of the envoy, but of what use was his guaran- 
tee? When aman makes promise we should always i inquire. 


whether he has the power to fulfill his promise. When a 
man who is not strong enough to protect himself, promises to 


protect another man, and the latter trusting to his promise 
hazards his life, we should consider him to be rash and im- 


prudent. The same remark i is 3 applicable to the Government | 


of India. 


The Aligarh Iaistioite Cheats of the. 13th Sichenes 
. @xpresses: deep regret at the late 
- Kabul disaster; praises Sir Louis 
Cavagnari for his good qualities and abilities ; upbraids the 
mutineers for their cowardice and cruelty, and remarks 
ms nothing has yet. transpired to show that the outrage 
"as instigated by any. political motives. The conduct of the 
Amir on the present: occasion shows: that his long confine- 
meni has affected. his. wisdom and courage 3 that he has little 


The Kabul outrage. 


ple. It is a matter of great ibidiin, that as 
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influence: ‘over the’. Afgh 3 1s, and that his | 18 not capable of 


ruling ovet“Afghanistati, But our present information does 
not: justify us. in -attributin; ig any further blime to him ; in the 
‘pad. disaster. ‘However, it is surprising that. he sent no 
assistance to. the embassy, thoagh it kept the mutineers at 
bay fora ‘whole day and night. He sent General Dand Shab 
and his:son to-quelf-the revolt, but. it does not appear that 
they were accompanied by any troops. It seems possible 
_ that the: Kabul troops would not stand by him. Even if they 


did not obey him, he should have gone in .person to the 
scene of.action. If he had perished in the affray, death 


would have been ‘honorable to him, and beneficial to his 


children and country: It.is to be regretted that he is alive, 
while. Major Cavagnari, together with his colleagues and 
_ escort, has ‘been killed inthe Bala Hissar. The death of 
"Major Cavaguari i is a great loss to’ the Government, and will 
_ be: very - severely avenged, — The excitement and indignation 
of the Englisk people on receipt of the news of this catastrophe 
may be better imagined than described. The whole of 
India sympathises with the Government in the disaster, and 
every manis ready. to offer his services to avenge the outrage. 
It is not known what will be the-future Kabal policy of the 
_ Government, but it: will transpirein a few days. There's 
now no able chief in- Afghanistan who could be entrusted 
with the administration of the country, and it is not wise to 
allow.a large frontier State like Afghanistan to remain in 4 
state’ of. anarchy and disorder. Under these circumstances 
the: annexation of the country seems to us to be indispensable. 
‘The Government. should im mediately despatch a large ape! 
#0 Kabul 40: avenge the oatrage. -All the native chiefs an 


_ the people are ready: to: ancritien: theur lives and oe ty in 
behalf of the. Government. _ 


“The ) Raibar- Hin nd of the 15th’ Septainbier states ts at 
“first telegraphic message about 

"Tate outage ‘on ‘the’ Kabu 

fuised' a stispicion' in the: pubic mind that the outrage might 


_ The ame 20 subject, 
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have bean instigated by Amir Ya cad need a 
gence has removed this suspicion. i The. mir 2 —_ ’ appears 
ép have incurred the’ displea: ure of ‘his ‘ POPs, and, * perhaps, 
siso of his’ subjects. © The Government ‘of ind a has placed 
self in @’ very difficult position by interfering’ in. Afghan 
politics, and its difficdlties: in Kabul wil not : be at an. end 
until the Afghans give up their lawless habits, and begin to ap- 
preciate the advantages of peace-and order. There isno doubt 
that the outrage on our embassy should bé severely avenged. 
If the 1iutineers and the rebels are stilt in Kabul, we will 
gratify our anger by washing our hands in theirblood. Bat if 
they oanningly ‘leave Kabul before the arrival of our troops 
there, what ‘will we do? If our expeditionary forces were 
intended only to assist’ the Amir, they should have marched — 
to Kabul through the Kurram and the Khyber. It is difficult 
to realise why: Kandahar has béen again occupied by our 
troops. ‘Phere has been no rebellion; nor has any insult been 
offered to our officers there.’ It wouldiseem thatthe Govern- 
ment is still doubtful on the.point whether there “was any 
treachery on the part of the Amir or not. The Amir guaran- 
Wed the safety of our envoy, and the latter took up his abode 
us desired in the Bala Hissa¥, but still be bas been killed. 
Under these circumstances there.is good reason to doubt the 
ayalty of the Amir, and we should take him to task tor the 
utrage on the embassy..: But it should be. remarked ‘in his 
fvour that he sent his son and General Daud Shah to pro- 
«lect the embassy from: the mutineers. lf he has: really in- 
vends with us, as has been stated by him, he is deserving of 
a iad not punishment at our. hands.. The Government 
bal i made a great inistake in sending “the envey +0 Ka- 
raft small escort. True the ‘Aentr had. guaranteed the 
Meco the embassy, but it is.obvions from the history of 
wee n that the ruler-of Kabul does not possess the same 
y over his lawless and barbarous subjects as the 
ruler of & civilised country. Of the Amir is free from blame, 
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edition sheul: ia hihieea to have be 
en 
| taken. to. assist. peat in. . accordance with the ny 


: Gandamak trea: y against. the mutineers. If we do not tr 
to, promote our own ‘interests on -the present occasion, ios 

prestige on the frontier will be Breatly increased. We should 
establish our-envoy with a large escort at a strong place near 
Kabul, where: he may be free from all danger. We have not 
only. to, lament .the death of unfortanate Cavagnari, but also 
the fate of India, which was. put to large expense by the late 
war, and has now. been obliged to send another expedition 
to Kabul, The Afghan policy of the late Lord Mayo was 
undoubtedly excellent, which involved only an annual expen- 
diture of-twelve lakhs of. rupees, The Government has al- 
ready been put to an: expense of::some millions sterling in pur- 
guit..of. the present: policy without obtaining any satisfactory 
results, Will poor India be saddled with the entire cost of the 
late and the present campaign? - We hope that our able Vice- 
roy, of whom India is justly proud, will interfere in its behalf. 
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Circulation, o The Urdu Abibér, Akola, of the 13th September, states 


200 copies. 
that. before the Gandamak treaty was 


| _ concluded, it repeatedly urged that the 
Government should : occupy Kabul. ~The Government of 
India was not inclined to conclude ‘peace on such terms 
as the Gandamak treaty, but on account of the anxiety of 
the Home Government to conclude the war as soon a8 pos 
sible, the Government of India was. obliged to do so, As 
soon as the treaty was si igned, the British envoy, accompa 
nied with a small. escort, was. sent to the Afghan capital, and 
all the troops began to be withdrawn from Afghanistan, which 
was undoubtedly an unwise proceeding on the part of the 
Government. . The- Afghans | are a lawless, cruel, and trea- 
. cherous: people, ‘and, therefore, a large army should be always 
Maintained | in- Afghanistan. - ‘It must-have struck every 
thoughtful. man that an outrage on: the Kabul embassy Wa 
sure to happen} ‘sooner or later. - Even. after the treaty W® 
concluded, cones of aagaaltiby Afghans upon British soldiem 


The late Kabul disaster 
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ee 


possesses little aut 
of the residency no 
It will be remembered that 


asked the late Amir Sher Ali Khan to réceive a British envoy. 


into his territories, he. replied that he could ‘not guar antee 
the safety of the envoy, It is well known that the Mullahs 


in Afghanistan are accustomed to publicly condemn the toueh 


of Europeans as unholy, and ascribe the outbreak of cholera 


at Kabul in 1840 and this year to the admission of Europeans” 


into the city. Itis not difficult to realise what effect this 
kind of preaching has on a bigoted people. like the Afghans. 
Under these circumstances it was hot wise to send the envoy 
with a very small escort to the Afghan: capital. The writer 
then briefly refers to the late outrage om the Kabul embassy, 
and hopes that the British ‘troops will ‘soon occupy Kabul, 
and punish the mutineers ‘severely. = 8 ~*~ eB: 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbdr of the 14th September expresses 


tegtet at the outrage on the Kabul 
embassy by the miutineers, and re- 
marks that the Afghans are a barbarous and treacherous 
people, This is not: the first time that the Government 
has suffered a misfortune at their hands. We committed a 
great mistake in having put faith in them, and sent: our envoy 
to Kabul without a strong escort. In criticising the Gandamak 
lreaty in our issue of the 22nd June last, we asked who would 
protect our Kabul embassy in case‘a civil war should break 
out in Kabul ? Of course what we meant was that we should 
not depend upon Yakub Khan for the protection of our envoy. 
~"F Worst surmises have unfortunately been realised. This is 


The same Subject. 


Circulation, _ 
150 copies. 


not the time to ask the Government why it sent the envoy o 


‘0 the Afghan capital with ‘a small escort, but we should at 
Present devote our attention to the question as to what should 
: our future policy... The Gandamak treaty: may now ‘be 
be ed to be atanend. Although the Amir does not seem 

have cominitted:a fault, he <is after all’ an Afghan. When 


™, 


ie Herat: troops were disaffected, 

Ris tited: ‘some other troops, whosa loyalty he did not 

- atitibt §6! ‘gderd ‘the résidency. “We should not stick to a treaty 

which haled: to the ‘destruction of our embass » and. hag 

' ) Tend ered the waging of another war necessary, In our opinion 

ory the Government should now permanently occupy Kabul. 

(The outrage | on the embassy’ i is noticed with deep regret by 

f several other ‘Tewspapers, and they unanimously declare that 
the mutineers should be severely punished.) 


he should 


rid capi 4 “The Oudh Akhbar of the 13th September states that the 


“The Bri tinh mative po native troops displayed great enthu- 

siasm at the time of their departure to 

Malta during the late crisis in Europe, and won the acknow-. 
ledoments of the Government by their brave and loyal con- 
duct - during the late Afghan war. The writer hopes that 


their conduct - will be equals. praiseworthy during the next 
Kabul | catipaign. 
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NATIVE STATES. 


Circulation, ont * The Rakbar iH ind of ‘the 15th September states that a 
: The tamnfina- Sitcal into” - Lahore contemporary has condemned 
tion of the > Maharaja ‘of the hostility of An glo-Indian news- 
Bassist ss papers towards the native chiefs, and 
has Yeferred to the attacks lately made by them against the 
Maharaja of Kashmir. We are at one with our contempo- 
rary on this: point. “The native States are a source of 
strength to. the Government of India, and it should never 

- think of destroying any of them. The Maharaja of Kashmit 

is a faithful prince, and ‘is deserving of the kindness of the 
Government. | “Ag regards the:famine in Kashmir, the Maha- 
raja: stiould adopt: adequate relief measures. The Mabarjs 

* and: Diwan’ ‘Anant ‘Ram, the:prime minister, are SY mpathetic 
and generous men). but: the: other officers seem to have adopt 

ed such’ a policy that the. Muealmans alone are suffering 

- greatly: from ‘the ® visitation. If. the:stateof things continm 

tobe aba at:prossnt tharos no doubt that te 


eo @ a os°S 


‘Hame which his enemies have 


tho Kashmir officials in a Bae 
‘tion, but that those charges are: generally a 2080 : 
a Our Srinagar corresp ndent, assures us that the adr min- 


af $ 
“ 


‘tory, has lately been’ 
improved, and that the. ‘offi icers ors. ar 7 greatly. exerting them-, 
‘selves in relieving the distress. of the le; Th * 

personally supervises the. .reli 

‘doubt that the country. has 4 

‘calamity, but the prevention of 

power, 


at a Circulation, 
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it chief: of -R has become 
ve Tey el a the Indar Sabha. ‘He 
‘has’ built a “theatre” at’ the: cost of one. and a “half lakhs - 0: 


Tapes, and engaged | he: services ofa Patsi on a large. 
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alary who instructs ” some. dancing girls to ac 


a 


ot the dancing. girls get Re. 100 4 month, ‘some Rs. 150, 
jae some Bs. 200. The wri er then refers to ‘the case of the i 
king of: Oudh, and warns the Rajpatana chief and hi 
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icers of the evil redalts of voln »tuousness 8. 
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iNISTRATION.,. 
10-13th’ September: publishes, 


: esty in 1858 that all her subjects 


al lio’ offices without distinction of creed 


. 


or ‘colour, § 


. ft 
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oreminnt are not caloula d to. satisfy the just, aspitat tions 
th tae natives, oF ‘to ‘sécure the services of efficient 
the: ‘contrary, wé fear that. the admissions made 
Everitos u der the néw’ rales may bring the 
Mise tere ~“Aeéoré ing to the new scheme a 
vitititien 8 in the civil service will b& reserved 
b récra ts will be admitted into the lowest 

) p belections will be made ‘not by 
a amina ion ‘but y viorinatto. - The framers 
e ‘have’ atted ‘upon the~principle that it is 
ier #0 hihi 41 iece ‘of “bhread'to a ‘dog i in order to prevent 
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hex et: 


ting’; and have Aovided to reserve'a ‘few subordi- 
‘app intiments for’ 

 gind- Native officers ‘will. continue to exist. 

d. under the new rules will 

‘the European civilians, and 

‘he only a: little better than that of 

é ufibovéhafited officers.” The. atmosphere of India is’ nd 
orfrable: to‘ the growth of equality among its inhabi- 
uité!’ Caste distiotions have existed among the Hindus 
“When the Europeans came to India, 

m aud equality, and declared thet the 

BLMENS Possess ho superiority over the other classes 
-persoris by’ reason of descent, but they themselves bare 
VOLS Hi ferent castes. * According to the four div- 
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latives: and Europeans in India msy 


*y 


tion ‘of. i858, @ 
| jesty’s subjects equally eligi | 
were at first allowed. to. compe 
tion. Probably this ) a0 beli 
mative wom like to go to I gland .t tl oy reli, gio 
x foreign. long 
at the early age of 22 nike y Then the. olitical. Sndras: (ist 
the natives) were that _ —_ learn. ‘a i] 


roa 


with the aes: of be 
wept the word 0 


= at A- he 


down apop as an aI tate, PY a ‘native ‘does not. 
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fwa upon a political Brahman, he ia consi 
Mi ny pe 1, AO 18 CON: 
are but Sudras 
ens Even: i 


come. "Erabuaon,, 


| 


precluded. from. the civil. service. by. 
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- However,. some . natives will: ‘now. be. 
| oes the civil. service under. the new rules, - The, rr 
atlee pat Who, obtain lit 


Circulation, 
£00 copies, 


*. 
- 


7 
tk 
6 
a.” 
% 


tna the new. rules. will continue lon 
1¢ officora: have mad @ such rules 


Ng in force, 
in ‘order to brip g 


“When the. recruits appointed 
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me Mk: 


es; into disrepute, . 
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eeting system should: xe substituted . in. the oli of the 
_Bomination system | for the selection of candidates to the native 
“ail | service. If the Government wishes to confine the ser- 
vice to cadets of good family, the candidates should be no- 
- minated by® lowal Governmenis, bat they should, after their 
“ fothination,” be required ‘to ‘pass an examination. 


“The i ‘Samdehdr Sér (the ngali ‘paper of Allahabad) of 
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nied ie Sahai's case, _- the. 13th September states that official 


Ce ae a ae usually supplied to all Anglo- 
‘Tadian and Native. newspapers by the Press Commissioner, 


but that the Fioneer, which is: the favourite of the Govern- 


‘ment, StHLGo : nues' to obtain official news which is not sup- 


“All our “other Anglo-Indian contem- 
‘poraries éxpbeted that’ the Pioneer ‘would lose this advantage 
‘on the’ appointinent of the Press Commissioner, but they have 
>» been disdppointe and regret that the’ stain which the partt- 
- dility of the Government towards the Pioneer has fixed upon 
thas ‘tot “Ween “removed.”’ Our contemporary which had 
access to the minute-of the Ohief J uistice on Pandit Har Sahais 
enaojcanid which eould divine*the opinion ‘of Sir George Con- 
per, Batti; about the: ease, has now published another new 
« lthiagi ‘which , however; does not ‘sdit the mouth of a flatterer 
and time-server likethé Pioneer: -That new thing is that the 
pentane of: India concurs with. the Har Sahai commis- 


Usha eae: te 


_Sion in thinking that Har Bahai. is innocent, and that 3 full 
Porn Tal We are much ‘satisfied with 


| a8 the pererions flashes 


dark clo oo ody night, the ditt of fie iy teen i Pandit Har 
Gabai’s case inspirés us with hope amidst ‘the vty ‘Ket; the 
Press Act, and the Trades License Act. If “Lord Lytton 

has come to the conclasion that” Har Sahai “is innocent, 

Mr. Sanders should be considered. ‘guilty of exa ggoratin; g 
facts, and bringing ‘false charges against Har’ ‘Sahai. The 
latter has suffered ‘considerably from the charges brought 
against him by the former. We hore that Lord Lytton will ° 
not do him only half. justice. . Saunders ‘should ‘be 
required to make good the loss a ‘expense which the case 


has entailed upon. Har: Sahai. ea Ge 3 


The Urdu Akhbar (published ; in. Marathi at t Akola) of 
_ the 13th September condemns the use 
| of adhesive court.-fee stamps on the 
ground that they. can be easily forged, and removed from old 
records, The cases of both kinds of fraud are frequent, ‘and 
inflict a great loss upon. the Government. ‘The use of stamp 
paper should be revived, * ee es 


The Vrita Dhara of . ry Sth ‘Seeman refers | to. the 
‘Ramps riots, and quotes, an extract 
. from the Native Opinion (an. Anglo- 
Marathi paper of Bombay) i in which it is stated that the riots 
originated with a quarrel between, a police head-constable.and 
‘man of the Rampa tribe regarding the abkdri tax, The head- 
veil assaulted the man’s wife, and was,.therefore, killed 
y him. If what our. contemporary says is true, the riaters are 
x2 much to blame, - It was. necessary that they should. agi- 
eee grievances, but they should have done. this in a 
itutional way. There is no doubt.that the: siaeng who 
p P ressed them are more to blame than they. 


A \ correspondent, of the. ‘Dabie-i-H. ind of the, 1 3th Sep- 


by Debj. Pay ot in. ‘order to decide « a se rae 


tad sent for 


The court. fee eng 
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soffive: A grs:! The records wore-dempatelied from tho Judge’ 
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on the same day on ‘which he went to Kifara. The civil 
surgeon of Kheri (Oudh) has charged him’ with being absent 
from the hospital without leave, and fined him Rs. 20, The 
civil surgeon in his No 8, dated the 24th February, 1877, per- 
mitted him to pay visits to patients at their houses, but warn- 
ed him from having a quarrel with any man in regard to 
his fee. Since then he received no other order from the 
civil surgeon withdrawing that privilege from him. The 
writer considers the fine to be unjust, and remarks that if 
the civil surgeon did not. approve of the hospital assistant 
paying visits to patients at their houses, he should have pro- 
hibited him from doing so for the future, but should not have 
fined him. (The same. paper complained in its issue ‘of the 
2 8rd August that the civil surgeon of Kheri has unjustly 
reduced the travelling allowance to which the hos pital assis- 
. tant of Sighai-was entitled, while on spécial duty, from 
Rs. 32-12-0 to Rs. 10, see page 674 of the Selections for the 
week ending the 28th August, 1879). 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
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